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“They shall mount up with wings as eagles.”

Isaiah 40:31
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Sumiton Christian Alma Mater

SCS we give thee praise!

Praise to thee in word and song.

That your light shall always be

Yet a beacon clear and strong.

Keep her safe O Father Holy.

So that all who enter in

Will all soar on wings of eagles.

And will never be the same again.

So we lift our voice in song

Giving praise where it belongs.

All our hearts shall always be

Cradled SCS in thee.

Lyrics by Jane Holmes, 2004

Music by Joseph Hayden

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Sumiton Christian School (SCS) is to provide a quality Christian education taught by qualified and caring professionals with the goals of developing the whole child spiritually, academically, socially, and physically, and instilling in all our students obedience to God’s Word, respect for those in authority, and a high level of patriotism.

PHILOSOPHY
Sumiton Christian School exists as a vital ministry of the East Walker Education and Development, Incorporated in assisting parents to fulfill Ephesians 6:4 which admonishes them to bring their children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

The purpose is to equip our students with the spiritual, academic and social training to fulfill God’s purpose for their lives, and to instill in them the quality of Christ-like behavior while dealing with life’s situations.

An education at SCS is based upon God’s Word as the foundation for all learning, and through this realization, students will gain knowledge through a Christ-centered education to guide them into a Christ-centered life (II Tim. 3:16-17).

SCS stands for excellence and believes God requires our best, not only spiritually, but mentally and physically as well (Eccles. 9:10).  In all academic areas, teachers shall motivate students to strive for excellence which is a necessary characteristic for our students to meet the demands of life.

To accomplish this mission, the school emphasizes:

1. Leading our students into a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and equipping those students with the spiritual training necessary to fulfill God’s purpose in their lives. (John 14:6)

2. Instilling in each student the qualities of Christ-like behavior while dealing with life’s situations. (2 Tim. 3:16-17)

3. Inspiring the student to study further on his own motivating him to continue to live for Christ today so he may live with Him for eternity.

(2 Tim. 2:15)

4. Recognizing the value of each student and helping to develop his self esteem. (Ps. 139-140)

5. Guiding students in priority goal setting and developing the skills necessary to reach those goals. (Phil. 3:14)

6. Preparing each student for the demands of a challenging future as a college student, as an employee, as a citizen, and as a family member. (Prov. 22:6)

7. Instilling in each student the desire for academic excellence and enhancing this desire, so that the student becomes a lifelong learner. (Prov. 1:5)

8. Encouraging the student to be motivated not by material success, but by love of God and his/her neighbor. (1 Tim. 6:6; Rom. 12-10)

OBJECTIVES
1. To provide daily instruction in God’s Word through Bible classes, prayer, weekly chapel services for elementary and secondary students, and scripture memorization.

2. To employ certified teachers and administrators, and capable staff, who exemplify

Christ in their daily walk and provide the proper Christian role model for the students.

3. To develop and to maintain a curriculum that provides excellence in academic preparation for success in today’s society from a Biblical perspective.

4. To provide a variety of academic, artistic and athletic extra- curricular activities to allow the maximum number of students to participate.

5. To strive for long term progress through constant evaluation and implementation of strategic planning.

6. To provide an atmosphere conducive to learning where students feel safe, valued and where respect is fostered for both teachers and students.

ACCREDITATION
Sumiton Christian School is accredited through the Alabama Independent School Association (AISA) and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).
ADMISSION POLICY
The admission policy at Sumiton Christian School requires parents to complete an application form and submit it to the school office along with the following documentation:
· Immunization form

· Release form signed
· Copy of Social Security Card

· Copy of Birth Certificate

· Copy of last report card and/or transcript

The application must be reviewed by the principal and an appointment scheduled with the parent and the child for a preliminary interview.

Sumiton Christian School is a Christ-centered school and expects its students to live by Christian standards.  We reserve the right to refuse to accept a student who has been expelled from another school, who has demonstrated a history of discipline problems, or who is incapable of reasonably absorbing the curriculum.  

Upon acceptance, parents will be required to sign the Sumiton Christian School Parental Agreement and pay the registration fee.

NON-DISCRIMINATORY POLICY
Sumiton Christian School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to

all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to

students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and

ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, tuition

assistance programs, athletic and other school-administered programs.
FINANCIAL POLICY
Sumiton Christian School is totally dependent upon tuition and fees for the operation of the school. Because we want to keep our good testimony by paying our bills on time, we ask that all tuition payments and fees be paid promptly at the time they are due.

Make all tuition payments payable to the current billing company utilized by the school.  The payment is due at the first of each month. A grace period is allowed. A charge of $50.00 will be added for late tuition and for each returned check due to insufficient funds. 

RELEASE OF RECORDS
School records will be released no later than 10 business days after requested and may not be picked up from the office. All accounts must be cleared before any records will be released.

FEES, TUITION SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION

Registration Fees are required for all new students entering SCS. According to Board Policy, registration fees and pre-paid tuition are non-refundable.

KINDERGARTEN

Total registration fee of $150.00. A partial payment of $75.00 will hold a child’s place in a class. The final $75.00 must be paid by June 1.

GRADES 1-12

Total registration fee of $200.00. A partial payment of $100.00 will hold a child’s place in a class. The final $100.00 must be paid by June 1.

TUITION 

Tuition may be paid monthly, semi-annually, or annually. The current billing company offers a twelve-month payment plan with payments beginning June 1 and ending May 1 of each year.  If tuition and/or fees are past due, a late fee will be assessed.  If by the end of the month your account is not current, your child will not be able to return to school until the account is clear.

1 Student in Grades K-12 
$3,090.00 Annually
$257.50 Monthly

2 Students in Grades K-12 
$4,945.00 Annually
$412.00 Monthly

3 Students in Grades K-12 
$6,180.00 Annually
$515.00 Monthly

$1,100 for each student over 3 per family

FACILITIES’ FEE 

1 Student in Grades K-12 
  $400.00 Annually


2 Students in Grades K-12 
  $600.00 Annually


3 Students in Grades K-12 
  $900.00 Annually

4 Students in Grades K-12        $1,200.00 Annually

5 Students in Grades K-12
  $1,500.00 Annually

CURICULUM AND COURSE FEES

Students in Grades K-5
$300.00 Annually

Students in Grades 6-12
$400.00 Annually

SUMITON CHRISTIAN CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

Instruction should occur in an environment that is conducive to learning.  Effective instruction requires good order and discipline, which may be described as the absence of distractions, friction and disturbances which interfere with the effective functioning of the student, class and school.  SCS hopes to nurture a friendly — yet businesslike — atmosphere in which students and school personnel work cooperatively toward mutually recognized and accepted goals.  Ultimately, the goal in student discipline is to modify undesirable behavior while maintaining a school environment which provides maximum learning opportunities for all students. 

As students progress in our school, it is reasonable to assume that an increase in age and maturity will result in the students assuming greater responsibility for their own actions; however, the procedures identified in this document shall apply to all students in grades K - 12.

Sumiton Christian students and their property are subject to all the rules and regulations of the school during the school day, during school-sponsored activities, while on or in school property and facilities, while being transported on the church bus and at times and places, including but not limited to, school-sponsored events, field trips, athletic functions and other school-related activities.  All regulations and prohibitions also apply to automobiles and other property brought onto school property.  In addition to the foregoing, application of this Code of Student Conduct may be extended to the immediate vicinity of the school and during after-school hours when and where student conduct could have a detrimental effect on the health, safety and welfare of other students and the school or where the conduct could otherwise disrupt the educational process.

The Code of Student Conduct may be applied to students involved in off-campus conduct or activity which threatens to interfere with the provision of instructional or educational services, to disrupt the school environment or which otherwise adversely implicates the school’s legitimate educational or administrative interests. The administration may take all necessary action to ensure that its facilities are safe and secure and that this Code of Student Conduct is enforced.  Such action may include the inspection and search of property brought onto school facilities.  Any person who refuses may be denied admission and required to leave the premises immediately. It shall be the policy of the school to permit law enforcement agencies to make periodic visits to Sumiton Christian School for the purpose of detecting the presence of illegal drugs. Such visits shall be unannounced except to the Administrator of the school. The administration will also utilize a narcotic detection dog to deter individuals from bringing illegal narcotics onto school property.  The dog will be utilized to conduct routine random searches on school property, including, but not limited to, school lockers, school classrooms and school parking areas.  Anything on or in school property is subject to inspection by the administration to enforce this Code of Student Conduct and to effectuate its purposes, subject only to any restrictions which may be imposed by federal, state or local law.

ABSENCES
According to Alabama State Law, any student enrolled in grades 1 - 12 who accumulates more than 20 absences (excused or unexcused) during the year, is subject to retention the succeeding year. Partial day absences will be cumulative in computing this total. High school students who miss 20 days in one class may fail that class for the year, unless official doctors’ excuses are on file.  If a student is absent, a written excuse must be given to the school when the student returns

to school. All absences are considered unexcused until a written excuse is presented to the office. Excused absences include the following:
1. Parent’s written excuse for 1 -2 days absence

2. Doctor’s excuse for 3 consecutive days absence

3. Death in the immediate family

4. Permission from Administrator
Attendance records will be kept according to Alabama State Law.

MAKE-UP WORK
Assignments missed due to an excused absence may be completed.  Students will be given two days to complete make-up work for each day of excused absences. Work not completed within the designated time will result in zeros.
 EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Extra-curricular activities are organized and supervised activities conducted under the auspices of the local school or an element thereof which primarily involve students in other than a classroom situation and for which no credit separate from an approved course shall be given toward graduation.  By way of example, extra-curricular activities may include, but are not limited to, athletics, school clubs and associations, some academic and scholastic teams, musical activities, theatrical activities, student government, student publications and other activities.

Participation in extra-curricular activities is a privilege for students and is not right. Student participation in extra-curricular activities may be restricted.


DRUGS, ALCOHOL, AND TOBACCO
Total abstinence, including use or possession or selling) from tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and non-prescribed drugs is expected of all students, at all times twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week.  Students taking medications must follow School Board policy. (I Cor. 6:19-20; I Cor. 8:9)  Violation of this policy will be considered a major offense as outlined in the Student Handbook.
MEDICATION POLICY

Sumiton Christian School is a drug-free environment.  All prescribed and non-prescribed medication must be checked in to the office.  All medication must be accompanied by a note from the parent authorizing the office staff to assist with medication.  All prescription drugs must be labeled according to state law.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

Sumiton Christian School administration and its teachers may notify parents, guardians and students of information through written communications.  Although the school may elect to use various methods of providing those communications to parents and guardians, it is the ultimate responsibility of each student to notify his or her parent or guardian of all written communications provided to him or her by the school.  A failure to do so may result in disciplinary action against the student. 


DISCIPLINE

We expect all students who choose to attend Sumiton Christian School to exemplify Christ-like behavior and to comply with Biblical Standards. (I Peter 2:13-15) All students must honor and respect God the Father, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and God’s Holy Word. (Matthew 22:37-38)  Students must follow all guidelines and regulations established within each classroom. Disruptive behavior is not permissible.  Chapel attendance is required for all students. (Hebrews 10:25)  No pets may be brought to school, except by teacher request.

Discipline is necessary for the welfare of the student as well as the entire school. It is impossible for learning to take place in a classroom unless control and good order is maintained. SCS expects full cooperation from both students and parents. Any parent or student suggestion or complaint is expected to be taken through the proper chain of authority in a respectful manner.  Sumiton Christian School has a commitment to its school families to maintain its standards and requirements for all students. Because attendance at Sumiton Christian School is a privilege and not a right, the privilege may be forfeited by any student who does not conform to the standards and regulations of the school. The school may request withdrawal of any student at any time, who in the opinion of the school administration and School Board, does not fit into the spirit of the school ministry, regardless of whether or not the student conforms to the specific rules and regulations of the school. This guideline is shared with a spirit of love. There is, at Sumiton Christian School, a great sense of commitment and love for the students and families we serve, however, an additional commitment to the total school family and to the Lord Jesus Christ is also present. Strict and proper discipline is a chief concern of parents who send their children to SCS. Our school staff takes seriously its responsibility to discipline students in accordance with Biblical standards. The administration will reserve the right to make the final decision in any situation which requires disciplinary action.

Violations of the Sumiton Christian Board of Education’s Code of Student Conduct are generally grouped into three classes — Minor Offenses (Class I), Intermediate Offenses (Class II), and Major Offenses (Class III).  The disciplinary procedures for each class may be different, depending on the recommended action which is to be taken. 

Some problems are best handled by classroom personnel without resorting to the more formal procedures contained within this Code of Student Conduct.  Accordingly, each classroom teacher may deal with general classroom disruption by taking in-class disciplinary action, by making oral or written contact with the child’s parent or guardian when feasible, and by scheduling conferences with parents, guardians and other school staff.  If the action taken by the teacher is ineffective or the disruption is, in the teacher’s judgment, sufficiently severe, the student may be referred to the principal or designee.

+
When a student is referred to the principal or designee, the principal will then have the discretion to determine the nature and classification of the offense committed by the student.  Each student will be allowed to provide an explanation — to admit or refute any charges — prior to any final disciplinary action taken.  For any offense for which an in-school parental conference is required, it is the parent’s or guardian’s responsibility to make arrangements for the conference within twenty-four (24) hours of being notified of the problem.  No student will be allowed to return to school until the parent or guardian conference is held. Only the parent having primary physical custody, or the parent listed on the birth certificate, or the court appointed legal guardian will be allowed to attend the conference.

Any charges involving alcohol, drugs, weapons, aggressive behavior, or a suspected crime may result in intervention by law enforcement authorities.  Any items of a dangerous or illegal nature may be confiscated and turned over to law enforcement authorities immediately. 

CLASS I 

MINOR OFFENSES

1.00
CONTINUED FAILURE TO BRING MATERIALS TO CLASS

1.01
ELECTRONICS

Possession of audio and/or video devices or other similar devices/materials.
1.02
EXCESSIVE DISTRACTION OF OTHER STUDENTS

Any conduct and/or behavior which is disruptive to the orderly educational process in the classroom, or any similar grouping for instruction, which cannot be corrected by appropriate classroom management. 

1.03
HORSEPLAY/SHOVING/RUNNING

1.04
INAPPROPRIATE PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION

1.05
INCIDENTAL USE OF PROFANE OR OBSCENE LANGUAGE

1.06
POSSESSION OF A LASER POINTER OR OTHER SIMILAR DEVICES

Possession of a laser pointer or other similar devices.

1.07
NONCONFORMITY TO DRESS CODE 

1.08
UNEXCUSED TARDIES - (Grades K-5) Reporting late to or departing early from  school a total of six (6) times per semester. (Grades 6-12) Reporting late to or departing early from class a total of three (3) times per semester. Incremental increases of three (3) will result in movement to the next offense.

1.09
ANY OTHER MINOR VIOLATION WHICH THE PRINCIPAL MAY REASONABLY DEEM FALLS IN THIS CATEGORY

CLASS I


 DISCIPLINARY ACTION

First Referral:

Principal/student conference, parental contact and required academic or work assignment.

Second Referral:
Principal/student conference, parental contact and up to two hours of out-of-school detention or in-school detention for one day. 

Third Referral:
Required in-school parental conference. Up to three hours of out-of-school detention or in-school detention for one day.  Students cannot return to school until the parental conference is held. 

Fourth Referral:
Required in-school parental conference. Up to four hours of out-of-school detention or in-school detention for two days. Students cannot return to school until the parental conference is held. 

Fifth Referral:

Required in-school parental conference.  Up to one day suspension. Students cannot return to school until the parental conference is held.  

Sixth Referral:

Same as a Class II Referral.  

CLASS II

MAJOR OFFENSES 

2.00
CHEATING/PLAGIARISM

In addition to any disciplinary action appropriate to this offense, cheating or plagiarism will result in a grade of zero.

2.01
UNAUTHORIZED COMPUTER ACCESS

2.02
DEFIANCE OF AUTHORITY/DISRESPECT

Willful disobedience of a direct order of instruction of, refusal to comply with directions of, or verbal or non-verbal conduct and/or behavior that is rude or discourteous to, a school board employee or other adult in the school in an official capacity such as a substitute teacher.

2.03
DISORDERLY CONDUCT

Any act which substantially disrupts the orderly conduct of the school learning environment or a school function or poses a threat to the health, safety and/or welfare of students, staff or others, including, but not limited to, making unreasonable noises, disrupting any lawful assembly or meeting, or obstructing vehicular/pedestrian traffic.

2.04
ELECTRONIC PAGERS/UNAUTHORIZED COMMUNICATION DEVICES

Use of wireless communication devices such as cellular telephones, pocket pagers or other electronic communication devices during school hours or while being transported on a school bus is prohibited. The principal or designee may review messages, images, or information on any electronic communication device that is used in an unauthorized manner during the school day or while being transported on a school bus. Circumstances arising from the unauthorized use of wireless communication may result in a Class III offense.

2.05
FALSE INFORMATION

Making false accusations or giving intentionally false information to a school board employee or any other adult at the school in an official capacity such as the School Resource Officer or substitute teacher, including, but not limited to, providing false verbal accusations or information, forgery of school notes, readmittance slips, tardy slips, excuses, report cards, field trip forms or any other material required by the school.

2.06
FIGHTING/HARASSMENT/INTIMIDATION
2.07
UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE

Any unexcused absence as determined by the local school administrator. Included in this category is skipping, cutting class, and leaving school grounds without permission.

2.08 GAMBLING

2.09 VANDALISM

2.010 PROFANITY (Written, verbal, gestures)

Whether conduct is most appropriately classified as a Class I or Class II offense shall depend on specific circumstances and is at the discretion of the school board administration.

CLASS II 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION
First Referral:

Grades K-5
Required in-school parental conference

Up to two hours of out-of-school detention or up to one day of in-school detention depending upon availability at the local school. 

Grades 6-12
An in-school parental conference may be required.

Up to four hours of out-of-school detention, or up to one day suspension, or up to two days of in-school detention depending upon availability at the local school.  

Second Referral:
Grades K-5
Required in-school parental conference

Up to four hours of out-of-school detention or up to two days of in-school detention depending upon availability at the school.  

Grades 6-12
An in-school parental conference may be required.

Up to six hours of out-of-school detention, or up to two-day suspension, or up to three days of in-school detention. 

Third Referral:
Grades K-5
Required in-school parental conference



Up to six hours of out-of-school detention or up to two days of in-school detention depending upon availability at the school or up to one-day of suspension.


Grades 6-12
Required in-school parental conference




Up to eight hours of out-of-school detention or up to three days of suspension, or up to five days of in-school detention.

Fourth Referral:
Grades K-12
Same as Class III offense

INTERVENTION AND/OR PROSECUTION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES WILL BE SOUGHT WHERE NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE.

*NOTE: OUT-OF-SCHOOL DETENTION TIME MAY BE SCHEDULED BY THE ADMINISTRATION TO INCLUDE HOURS BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL OR ON SATURDAY.


CLASS III 


MAJOR OFFENSES
3.00
EXCESSIVE ABSENCES
3.01
POSSESSION AND/OR USE OF DRUGS, ALCOHOL, OR TOBACCO

3.02 SEXUAL MISCONDUCT ON CAMPUS

3.03 PREGNANCY

3.04 ILLICIT BEHAVIOR

3.05 THREATS TO HARM OR ENDANGER OTHERS

3.06 POSSESSION OF WEAPONS

3.07 ROBBERY

3.08 OTHER OFFENSES DETERMINED BY THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION WHICH SUBSTANTIALLY DISRUPTS THE ORDERLY CONDUCT OF A SCHOOL FUNCTION; WHICH SUBSTANTIALLY DISRUPTS THE ORDERLY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, OR POSES A THREAT TO THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND/OR WELFARE OF STUDENTS, STAFF, OR OTHERS.

CLASS III 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

GRADES K-12
Commission of a Class III offense by any student is punishable by expulsion. Intervention and/or prosecution by law enforcement authorities will be sought where necessary or appropriate. 

GRADUATING SENIORS WHO ARE UNDER SUSPENSION AT THE TIME OF GRADUATION MAY BE DENIED PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

This Code of Student Conduct prescribes that certain disciplinary action may be taken in response to student behavior.  The following descriptions should provide general explanations of some of the ways discipline may be applied.  However, the following is not exhaustive, and will not limit the discretion of the school administration regarding disciplinary alternatives. 

· 
Required In-School Parental Conference:   A required in-school parental conference is a meeting at the school with the principal or his/her designee, parent(s) or guardian and student to resolve the disciplinary problem.  After notification of the problem, it is the parent(s)’ or guardian(s)’ responsibility to make arrangements for the conference within twenty-four (24) hours.
· 
Detention:   Assignment to a designated room on a school campus, either outside the regular school day or during the regular school day, for a specified period of time.  A failure to comply with school detention procedures will result in additional disciplinary action.
· 
Suspension:   Suspension is a temporary removal of a student from his or her regular program and from the school.  When suspended, a student is prohibited from entering Sumiton Christian and from attending or participating in school activities (for example, athletic events, cheerleading, plays, concerts, practices, etc.) even if the activity is held off school grounds.  Violation of this rule will result in additional charges of trespassing against the student.  Graduating seniors who are under suspension at the time of graduation may be denied participation in the commencement exercises.
· Expulsion:   Expulsion is the removal of a student from Sumiton Christian School.

Conduct Grades:

1.
For Class I offenses, U is given after the third offense.

2.
For Class II and Class III offenses, U is given after the first offense.

3.
Conduct grades are not used in establishing A and B honor rolls.

Driving Privileges: The driving of vehicles to school by students is considered a privilege.  Driving privileges may be revoked at the discretion of the administration.

FIELD TRIPS
At Sumiton Christian School, we feel that field trips are an essential part of the learning experience. Sumiton Christian School discipline procedures apply to all extra-curricular activities of the school including field trips. Any student who does not comply with Sumiton Christian School discipline procedures as stated will be subject to disciplinary action, which may include loss of privilege to participate. Any student who does not attend the planned activity will be counted absent. Uniforms are mandatory for all field trips.

ACADMIC STANDARDS AND GRADING
Progress reports will be sent home the fourth week of each nine-week grading period.  Report cards will be sent home at the end of every nine-week grading period.  The report card must be signed by the parent or guardian and returned.  

ACADEMIC PROBATION
Students in grades 6-12 shall be placed on academic probation if they receive 3 D’s - 1 F, or 2 D’s and 2 F’s at the end of the grading period. Grades must be improved at the end of the next grading period to remain at SCS. Students completing the fifth grade and entering the secondary department will be subject to this same rule.  The intention of this policy is not to eliminate dedicated students, but to improve what we are trying to accomplish in the classroom and to encourage students who are not benefiting from our program to seek a program where they will be better motivated. It is our desire that this policy will encourage all of our students to put forth their best efforts in the classroom.

STANDARDIZED TESTING PROGRAMS
SAT (Standard Achievement Test) – Administered to students in grades 2, 4, 6 and 8 during the spring of each year.

PLAN

Pre-ACT (American College Test, a college entrance test) – Administered to all tenth grade students during the fall of the tenth grade year.

P.S.A.T./N.M.S.Q.T.

Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test - Administered by the school counselor in October of the junior year as an introduction to the SAT college entrance exam. It also serves as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying test through which students compete for National Merit  Scholarship.

A.C.T./S.A.T.

American College Test and Scholastic Aptitude Test - College entrance tests generally taken during the spring of the junior year and again in the fall of the senior year. Registration booklets are in the counselor’s office and testing is done at local colleges. These tests are required by most

colleges and are a must for NCAA eligibility and scholarship consideration.

HOMEWORK
Homework is a part of the curriculum at Sumiton Christian School for several reasons. First, parents are made more aware of the work done by the student. Second, parents will be aware of the strengths and weaknesses of the student in his/her various subject areas. Third, homework serves as a valuable tool for reinforcement and repetition of the skills learned in the classroom.
Homework also provides opportunities for the students to learn self-discipline through independent study. The following is a guideline for time spent doing homework approved by the School Board.

Grades 1-3
 15-30 minutes per day

Grades 4-5
 30-45 minutes per day

Grades 6-12 
 45-60 minutes per day

SEMESTER EXAMS
Exams for grades 7-12 are designed to review the semester’s work, provide the student with a broad picture of the course and teach students to handle comprehensive exams. Exams count 1/5 of the final grade, with each nine weeks grade counting 1/5.   In order to exempt an exam, a student must meet one of the following criteria:

Overall “A” or “B” average with no more than 3 excused absences or excused tardies for the semester.
No more than two exams per term may be exempted by a student. 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Twenty-five (25) credits are required for graduation from Sumiton Christian for students pursuing the Academic Diploma. Twenty-six credits are required for graduation for the Advanced Diploma. Honors Diploma requires 27 credits. If students pass all required and elective courses taken, they will exceed the required number of credits for graduation.

Academic Diploma Course Schedule (at least 25 credits)

Grade

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade  
  
 12th Grade
Math

Algebra I

Geometry

Algebra II or 

Algebra II or








Consumer Math
Consumer Math
English
English 9

English 10

English 11
    
English 12


Science
Physical

Biology

Environmental     
Anatomy



Science




Science



History
World History/
U.S. History I

U.S. History II
    
Government/


Geography






     
Economics

Other




Driver’s Ed/




Psychology






Health

Additionally
Must have at least 1 credit of PE or Athletic PE

Must have at least 1 credit of Fine Arts

Must have at least 1 credit of Computer

Must have at least 1 credit of Bible

Advanced Diploma Course Schedule (at least 26 credits)

Grade

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade  
      
12th Grade
Math

Algebra I

Algebra II

Geometry
    
Pre-Cal/Trig

English
English 9

English 10

English 11
    
 English 12


Science
Physical

Biology

Chemistry 
    
Anatomy or


Science






     
Physics

History
World History/
U.S. History I

U.S. History II
    
Government/


Geography






   
 Economics

Foreign Language





Spanish I
    
Spanish II

Other




Driver’s Ed/



    
Psychology






Health

Additionally
Must have at least 1 credit of PE, Athletic PE, or Marching Band

Must have at least 1 credit of Fine Arts

Must have at least 1 credit of Computer

Must have at least 1 credit of Bible

Must maintain all A’s, B’s and C’s on the final grade in each individual course.

Honors Diploma Course Schedule (at least 27credits)

Grade

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade            
12thGrade
Math

Algebra I

Geometry and 

Pre-Cal/Trig
      
Calculus






Algebra II

English
English 9

English 10

Honors’                
Honors’

English 11             
English 12

Science
Physical

Biology

Chemistry 
      
Anatomy or


Science






     
Physics

History
World History/
U.S. History I

U.S. History II
    
Government/


Geography






 
Economics

Foreign Language





Spanish I
    
 Spanish II

Other




Driver’s Ed/



   
Psychology

Additionally
Must have at least 1 credit of PE, Athletic PE, or Marching Band

Must have at least 1 credit of Fine Arts

Must have at least 1 credit of Computer

Must have at least 1 credit of Bible

Must have 75 hours of community service, at least half off campus

Must maintain all A’s, and B’s on the final grade in each individual course.

RETENTION
If a student in grades 1-8 fails two or more major subjects (Bible, English, reading, math, science, and social studies), he will be required to repeat the year or successfully complete summer school.  Students in grades 9-12 who fail a course will not receive credit for that course and will be expected to retake it if needed for graduation

ATHLETIC EXTRA-CURRICULAR GUIDELINES
All sports-related extra-curricular activities must, and will be, coordinated through the SCS Athletic Director. We will offer as many of these opportunities as enrollment will allow. The following guidelines for academic eligibility are in accordance with the AHSAA (Alabama High School Athletic Association), and will be observed for team sports, cheerleaders, and any other activities occurring aside from normal curricular activities.  

1.  All students must have written parental consent.

2.  A 10th, 11th, or 12th grader must have passed a minimum of 6 units of work (including any 4 core courses), with a composite numerical average of 70 for those 6 units during the preceding 2 semesters of attendance.  Any 4 core courses must be included in the 6 passed and averaged.  One unit of Physical Education may be counted per year. A maximum of 2 units may be earned in an accredited summer school. All 8th and 9th graders must have passed 5 subjects with a composite numerical average of 70 for those 5 subjects during the preceding 2 semesters of attendance (core courses not required). One unit of Physical Education may be counted per year.  

3.  All other questions regarding a student’s eligibility for athletics should be directed to the Athletic Director. 

 4.  Students must at all times exhibit Christ-like, sportsman-like behavior.  The objective will always be to exemplify and glorify Christ. Failure to do so will result in a conference with the coach and principal, and possible suspension for a length of time which will be determined during the conference.

5.  Any students who have agreed to participate in sports activities must finish the entire game schedule unless dismissed from the team.

6.  Participation in all practices and scheduled games is required unless a valid written parental excuse is presented to the coach. 

7.  Any expenses incurred while participating in extra-curricular activities must be absorbed by the parents. 

8.  As with all other school activities, the administration reserves the right to make the final decision in any questionable situation or circumstance.

9.  If students are absent or check out the day of a game, they will not be allowed to participate unless previous arrangements have been made with the principal.

10.  Any athlete receiving a fine from the Alabama High School Athletic Association (AHSAA) will be responsible for paying the amount of the fine to Sumiton Christian School as reimbursement for the action taken by the AHSAA.  Payment must be made within ten days after receiving notification of the fine from the AHSAA.

POLICY ON QUITTING A SPORT

Student-athletes who choose to quit a sport will not be allowed to participate in another sport until the sport they quit has completed its season. This includes all play-off appearances.  Students choosing to quit a sport will be required to meet with the athletic director and the head coach of the sport they have chosen to quit. The parents and Administrator will be notified of this action by the Athletic Director.
SUMITON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BAND REQUIREMENTS

In an effort to provide SCS band students with the tools and skills necessary to become skilled musicians, a required band membership fee is due at the beginning of each semester. The band membership fee is divided into two separate payments.

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
There must be consistency and congruency between school and family. An imbalance in any realm may prevent a child from fulfilling the call of God upon his/her life and from developing into a responsible adult. Therefore, clear, continuous communication is an absolute necessity. Since we are an extension of one another while we are working together to accomplish and develop God’s best in each child’s life, parent-teacher conferences will be scheduled upon request by parent, teacher, or used as needed.  Teachers will be available during their planning period or immediately before and/or after school for parent conferences. These conferences must be scheduled with the individual teacher or through the school office. We request that younger children not be brought to these meetings, in order that attention can be given to the school-aged child. As previously stated,

appointments must be scheduled.
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
Morning Arrival

The school doors will be opened at 7:00 for those students who must arrive early.  Normal arrival time should be between 7:45-7:55.  Students in kindergarten will go to early morning stay in a designated classroom in the main building. Students in grades 1-8 will be seated in their homeroom hallways until classes begin. Students in grades 9-12 will report to the main hallway in the high school and remain until 7:50 a.m. All students will be supervised by staff.  Students will be allowed to go to the classroom at 7:50 a.m. The tardy bell rings at 7:55 a.m. Students who are late must report to the office for a late pass.

Afternoon Dismissal

Students shall be dismissed promptly at 3:00. Teachers will load students in front of the buildings. Parents must remain in line with traffic in order for safe loading of students. Children should be picked up by 3:15. High school students will be dismissed at 3:00 to go to their cars.

Traffic Instructions

In the morning and afternoon, all students are to be let out and picked up at the main entrance of each building.  No parent is to park in the parking lot, thus forcing the children to cross the traffic path.  In the morning or afternoon, if business is to be conducted with the school office, parents must pick up their children in the manner prescribed above; then park in the parking lot.  In the afternoon, unless the traffic chart is observed, the teacher cannot release the student to be picked up. 

Although we strongly believe in fellowship, we must ask that the traffic flow not be hindered in the afternoon. After picking up children, parents should continue to move with the designated flow of traffic. Failure to comply will cause great inconvenience to those parents waiting in line to

pick up their children.  
STUDENT DRIVERS
Students driving to school must exhibit extreme caution when driving in the parking lot due to the presence of other people and vehicles. Students are expected to obey the 5 MPH speed limit, park in designated areas only and obey established traffic patterns. All students’ vehicles must be registered in the school office with a copy of their driver’s license, copy of their insurance card, and tag number. All cars parking in the student parking area must have a current parking sticker. These may be purchased in the front office. Students must park in the high school parking lot area upon arrival at school and they leave the vehicle immediately until the end of the student’s academic day. This parking area should be entered and exited via the Bryan Road entrance to the school. Students must not to return to their vehicles during the school day for any reason without permission. Neither are they permitted to drive off campus during the day without permission.  A parking sticker is required and must be obtained from the office and placed in the student’s car.    Remember, driving to school is a special privilege that will be suspended if abused.  19 20 Legislative ACT 94-820 states that a student’s drivers’ license will be revoked by the Alabama State Department of Public Safety if they are absent ten consecutive days or fifteen cumulative days in one semester. This Act requires the school to notify the Department of Public Safety should any student be in violation of this Act.

GUIDELINES OF DRESS AND GROOMING
(1)
Hats, caps, headbands, sweat bands, bandanas, visors, and sunglasses must be removed and placed in the locker or designated area and remain during the school day.

(2)
Hair must be clean and well groomed, and should not impair vision. Boys' hair may not be worn over the ears, over the collar of a shirt, below the top of the eyebrows, or have long curls behind the ears or nape of the neck.  Male students with facial hair must keep it neat and well groomed. No hairstyle, hair color, body piercing, clothing, decorative dental appliances (whether permanent or temporary), decorative contact lenses, or other article which is disruptive to the learning environment or which identifies a student as being a member of a gang or any subversive or unlawful organization will be allowed. Any hairstyle that would impair the vision of male or female students would be a violation of this policy.

(3)
Ear jewelry may be worn by females only. (Band-Aids may not be worn to conceal unauthorized jewelry.) Nose jewelry is not to be worn by boys or girls while they are in school. Jewelry (studs, pins, etc.) may not be worn in any visible pierced areas of the body, including, but not limited to, the tongue.

(4)
Students are to wear clothing in the manner for which it is designed. No clothing shall be worn inside out; suspenders/braces shall be fastened and belts buckled. Pants must be worn at the waist.  

(5)
Students must wear proper undergarments.

(6)
Bracelets, belts, and other clothing and accessories with spikes, studs, or chains are not allowed. 

(7)
Shoes appropriate to the school setting, with student safety the primary concern, must be worn at all times. 

(8)
Book bags/back packs and athletic bags must be placed in the locker or designated area and remain there during the school day.  

Any student who fails to dress appropriately will not be allowed to attend class until proper clothing can be secured.  If necessary, parents will be called to bring proper clothes to school.  Until proper clothing can be secured, the student will be isolated and will be responsible for all class work missed. Nonconformity to the dress code is a Class I offense. 

Uniforms will be worn by all students (grades K5-12) and maintained in good condition (i.e. no holes, split or cut seams, etc.) Students in preschool, uniforms are optional. Shirts must be tucked into your pants at all times and belts must be worn by all boys. No more than the top two buttons on a shirt may be left unbuttoned. T-shirts worn under school shirts must be white with no writing or logos. Boys will not be allowed any exposed body decorations or piercing, rat-tails, or pony tails. Please assist the school in maintaining consistency by being sensitive to the hair code and not wait until the hair code has been violated before having it cut. (Extreme faddish styles must be avoided).

Girls shall not wear uniforms shorter that 2” above the middle of knee. All blouses and shirts must be tucked in at the waist except those designed to be worn on the outside. No more than the top two buttons on a blouse may be left unbuttoned. T-shirts must be white, with no writing or logos. Girls will not be allowed any exposed body decorations or piercing. Exemption: females may wear earrings.  

All outerwear (jackets, sweatshirts, sweaters, warm-ups, etc) must be a solid color with no logos or brand names, or with SCS organization names only. Acceptable colors include Navy, Hunter Green, Maroon, Black or Gray. SCS Uniform outerwear is available. 

The preceding standards will be strictly followed. Should a student come to school inappropriately attired, the parent will be called and asked to bring a change of clothes for his/her child.  The administration reserves the right to make final decisions in regard to the appropriateness of a student’s attire. The SCS dress code is presented in detail so that our school families will have a clear understanding of the standards agreed to when students are enrolled in SCS. 

TEXTBOOKS
Children are responsible for their textbooks and should damage or loss occur, they or their parents are accountable. It is generally hoped that no consumable texts will have a usefulness of five years after which they will be replaced by a new text.

ACADEMIC HONORS AWARDS PROGRAM
At the conclusion of the academic year, a special program will be held for the purpose of honoring students who have excelled in academic endeavors during the year.

HONOR ROLL
Honor roll recognition is awarded for students making all A’s and B’s during each grading period.
INCLEMENT WEATHER
In case of inclement weather, school shall be closed.  Notification of the closing of the school shall be provided to local television and radio stations. Sumiton Christian School will follow the Walker County School System regarding school closings.
LUNCHES
Hot lunches are served daily. Menus will be published for each month and will be distributed to every student by homeroom teachers at the first of each month. Menus will also be available in the school office and lunchroom. Lunches will be $2.50 daily or $12.50 weekly. Commercially-prepared food may not be brought into the school cafeteria.

CONCESSIONS
Students in grades K-12 will have a snack break each day.  Students may bring snacks or purchase them at the school. The prices of snacks vary per item.  High school students will be allowed to go and purchase snacks as needed throughout the day. 

TELEPHONE USAGE
The school phone is reserved for official school business. Students are not permitted to use the telephone except in case of emergency. At no time during the school day is a cell phone to be used by a student unless permission is given by a staff member of SCS. Cell phones are to be left in the student’s vehicle or in the locker turned off. Parents, please assist us by calling the front office if you need to speak with your child.  Cell phones will be confiscated if used on campus during school hours without permission. The cell phone will be returned to the parent only.

Date:________________ 

Grade/Section:______________________________ 
Homeroom Teacher:__________________________

NOTICE OF RECEIPT

________________________________________________________________________






 Name of Student (Please Print)

The above named student and the parent/guardian(s) listed below

______________________________________________________________________

                                 Name of Parent/Guardian(s)

do hereby acknowledge by our signatures that we have received and read the Sumiton Christian School Handbook and Code of Student. We understand that these policies apply to all students at school-related activities and events. 

(Signature)______________________________________________________________________

        
        Student     







Date

(Signature)______________________________________________________________________

                     Parent/Guardian






Date

(Signature)______________________________________________________________________

                    Parent/Guardian






Date

NOTE: The student is to sign the above statement. If the student lives with both parents and guardians, both are to sign the statement. If the student lives with only one parent or guardian, only one is to sign. A separate statement is to be signed for each student.

Please sign this page and return it to the homeroom teacher. Keep the accompanying information for future reference.
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9

